
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES - Gaining a Global View 
 
The goals of the weekly Global Perspectives assignment are to (1) increase and encourage 
students’ knowledge of world issues and (2) practice writing coherent and informed historical 
arguments to connect the past with the present.  Students will research a topic using information 

from respected literary or news magazines or newspapers.  Students may also use podcasts or 
websites that offer reliable information.  The articles, essays, or podcasts should reflect 
essays/stories on current world news that relates to art, literature, history, geography, education, 

dance, film, politics, health, etc. – that connect to the world history content covered in class.  
 
Is this source reputable?  Consider these questions: 

• Who wrote this source? 

• What was the purpose of the author who wrote this source? 

• What other sources does this source reference? 

• Does this source say the same things as other sources? 

• Does this source echo what I know from personal experience? 

 
Not sure where to look – here are some suggested sources: 
Smithsonian Teen Tribune 
National Geographic 

Science News for Students 
BBC Podcasts 
BBC World News 
RadioLab 

The Moth 

NPR News 
The New York Times 

The Associated Press 
Public Broadcasting Service 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science  

The Smithsonian Magazine 
 
Steps to create your Global Perspective: 
1.  Select a magazine or newspaper article or website, or podcast episode. 

 
2.  Carefully read or listen to your selection. 
 

3.  After reading or listening, provide the Title, Author, Genre, tone and theme.   
 T: 
 A: 
 G: 

 tone: 
 theme: 
 
4.  Below the TAG+tt, write a 2-3 sentence précis (summary) of the information.  This is intended 

to establish the central idea/theme of the author. 
 
5.  Below your précis, write a personal reflection that references the article/essay/podcast and 
connects it to historical background information about the same topic from another source, and 

your thoughts about it.   

• This is NOT just an “I think” response, but a carefully articulated argument that attempts to 
demonstrate and understand more than one bias.   

• Students may question, allude to other texts, explain problems, or make suggestions.   
 

https://www.tweentribune.com/category/teen/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/classroom-resources/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/category/news
https://www.bbc.com/news/world
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab
https://themoth.org/stories
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://apnews.com/
https://www.pbs.org/show/newshour/
https://eurekalert.org/
https://eurekalert.org/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/


6.  Cite the periodical/podcast used in obtaining the information. See the Purdue OWL website 
for more information on proper MLA citation. 

 
7.  Students will write and submit their response and be prepared to present their information to 
the class and engage in meaningful discussion about the implications of the information they found 
as it is relates to the historical content we are learning. 

 
 
NMPED Social Studies Standards 
 

9-12 Benchmark 1-C.  
World: analyze and interpret the major eras and important turning points in world history from the age of 

enlightenment to the present, to develop an understanding of the complexity of the human experience: 
 

9-12 Benchmark 1-D. Skills: use critical thinking skills to understand and communicate perspectives of individuals, 
groups and societies from multiple contexts:  

 
Performance Standards  

1. Understand how to use the skills of historical analysis to apply to current social, political, geographic and economic 
issues; 

2. Apply chronological and spatial thinking to understand the importance of events;  

3. Describe primary and secondary sources and their uses in research;  
4. Explain how to use a variety of historical research methods and documents to interpret and understand social issues 

(e.g., the friction among societies, the diffusion of ideas);  
5. Distinguish “facts” from authors’ opinions and evaluate an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions, 

beliefs or biases about the subject;  
6. Interpret events and issues based upon the historical, economic, political, social, and geographic context of the 

participants;  
7. Analyze the evolution of particular historical and contemporary perspectives; and  

8. Explain how to use technological tools to research data, verify facts and information, and communicate findings.  

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/SocialStudiesStandards_9-12.pdf

