T- “Myanmar’s Reformist Mask Hides a Rohingya Refugee Crisis”

A- Michelle Chen

G- Informative News Journal

T- Informative, frank

T- The Rohingya refugee crisis calls to question the Myanmar’s reformed government.

Précis:

“Myanmar’s Reformist Mask Hides a Rohingya Refugee Crisis” (September 5, 2017), an
informative news journal, by Michelle Chen, frankly describes the Rohingya refugee crisis,
whilst questioning the role Myanmar’s government is undertaking in the calamity. Chen first
describes the severity of the amount of refugees, and illustrates the horrors that many refugees
face in their flee from “massacres, mass rape, and systematic torching of homes.”, while
challenging the governments silence on the conflict. The author typified the hostilities occurring
in Myanmar to encourage international support from neighboring countries and other powerful
nations, in hope that they might provide relief to refugees, and restore peace to a country in
turmoil.

Reflection:

The unspeakable horrors described in the journal are repulsive to hear. I don’t share the muslim
Rohingya’s religious views, but I firmly attest that they are not deserving of the treatment, and
altercations they are forced to endure. No one is. I agree with the author, it is vital that refugees
are given support. To ignore such a disaster would be both unjust, and contrary to morals we, as
humans have created. It is heart-breaking to see a group of people forced off of their land, forced
out of their heritage, and homes based on their beliefs. They are stereotyped as enemies by their
undemocratic ‘democracy’, when they are in reality victims, defending their home. This
decimation of the Rohingya’s identity fills neighboring countries with fear and doubt, interfering
with their willingness to accept refugees into their boarders. There is no justification to condemn
an entire race; not all Germans are Nazi’s, not all Mexicans are drug traffickers, not all Rohingya
are terrorists. Defining people by their stereotypes, is nothing more than contravene to the moral
laws we all hold as mankind. If we really consider ourselves human, why do we ignore the
indisputable surplus of need for aid in Myanmar? Why do we condemn, their leader for doing
what we are doing ourselves? To abandon these refugees makes hypocrites of us all.

Chen, Michelle. "Myanmar’s Reformist Mask Hides a Rohingya Refugee Crisis." The Nation, 5
Sept. 2017, https://www.thenation.com/article/myanmars-reformist-mask-hides-a- rohingya-
refugee-crisis/. Accessed 14 Sept. 2017.



T- “Fighting the Opioid Epidemic by Targeting Big Pharma’s Bottom Line”
A- Michelle Chen

G- News Article

T- Sympathetic, Informative

T- The “Teamsters” and their crusade to end the opioid epidemic.

Précis:
Mechelle Chen, a journalist for The Nation, sympathetically informs the public of the

“Teamsters” crusade to end the opioid epidemic, and “legal” drug-trafficking in her article,
“Fighting the Opioid Epidemic by Targeting Big Pharma’s Bottom Line” (October 3, 2017).
Chen begins this piece by shocking her audience with grave statistics on the consumption and
deaths caused by opioids, leading to her explanation of the “Teamsters” and their political
campaign to end the epidemic by eliminating the corporations that sell “legal, FDA approved
pain-Kkillers,”. Chen illustrates to the reader the true extent of this calamity facing the nation, the
work, and message the Teamsters are advocating, whilst highlighting the work still needed to be
completed in order to solve the epidemic entirely.

Reflection:

The predicament facing our nation is unbelievably difficult to face. I was honestly surprised to
learn that corporations are allowed to market and sell drugs that can cause addiction and death,
when this act is considered illegal. I understand that there is a real need; some people desperately
require such pain-Kkillers to cope with real pain. However, they are extremely addictive, and their
use should be monitored. I'm glad their are people advocating for the need to their seemingly
unknown battle. They are using their voice to point out the corporate culprits, and I applaud
them, as many of the Teamsters are inspired by the loved ones they lost to opioids. Just a brief
glimpse into this world, has opened my eyes to the need of activists, informing the public of
problems that are lesser known. These activists may not be numerous, but they are fortified in
their beliefs. They have a policy to stand for, and are using their right of speech to fight for what
they believe to be right.



TAGtt

T- Long Lines, Packed Campsites And Busy Trails: Our Crowded National Parks

A- Kirk Siegler

G- Informative Article

t- objective

t- the problem with national parks with so many people visiting them, and if people should have
to reserve a visit

Precis:

The National Parks Service does a good job of getting people to visit the national parks: more
than 305 million people visited the national parks in the United States, more people than those
who attended every single Disney park, NFL, NBA and MLB game and NASCAR race
combined. With so many people so fervent to visit the daunting national parks and get out into
nature and receive a cursory glance at such beauty, it poses a problem of the parks’ preservation.
Strain on the infrastructure, more maintenance and less staff, more human-wildlife fracas are all
examples of some of these daunting problems. It would be difficult to bolster the parks to last
another century. The National Parks Service wants to try many strategies to avoid these
problems, like making reservations mandatory, phased entries for cars, daily caps on visitors,
limited access, reproving those who seem to be profligate in their usage of the parks, and
diverting visitors to lesser-known national parks. So many people visit the more daunting
national parks, while some of the others are left to few visitors. Sometimes, an overcrowded
national park is not as good of an experience as a lesser-known but less crowded one.

Reflection:

While it is a good thing that people are getting out and going to national parks and that people in
this era are being active and going outdoors, the human nature to be curious and careless and
have an innate superiority over all other beings and the earth is showing its side-effects. The
over-crowding of national parks disrupts the ecosystem more than one might think, and the wear
and tear of the parks is becoming even more prominent. Although this is not a contentious
matter, it is not a jocular one either. The irony in the situation is that the National Parks Service
does their job so well in bringing people into the parks, that they actually do not have the staff or
resources to do the other part of their job: preserving the parks. While it is important for families
to take excursions to the national parks, it also imperative to preserve them. One thing the article
does not mention very well is the human wastefulness in the parks. There are fines and
punishments to those who get caught breaking the rules, but many people do not get caught.
There are many people building their own private establishments around national parks, and
many fear that it could lead to ostentatious shopping centers, affecting the migration of the
animals, eventually leading to many problems within the ecosystem. It is not a bad thing that
people are going to the parks, but it is very important to preserve them to get a glimpse of how
things should be.

MULA Citation:




Siegler, Kirk. “Long Lines, Packed Campsites And Busy Trails: Our Crowded National Parks.”
NPR, NPR, 7 Mar. 2016, www.npr.org/2016/03/07/466308123/long-lines-packed-campsites-
and-busy-trails-our-crowded-national-parks.




T: “The Difference Two Degrees Makes"

A: Alissa Scheller

G: Article

t: informative

t: The huge impact that TWO degrees celsius in the rise of global change can have on
the environment and habitats within the environment here on Earth.

Precis:

In the informative article, “The Difference Two Degrees Makes,” Scheller
converts the information to the reader of how impactful two degrees can be on the
environment and its inhabitants within that environment. Climatologists suspect even if
there are large emission cuts the temperature of the planetary surface will increase by
two degrees celsius in the coming years. With this little increase the environment will
become very poor, destroying plants and animals who live off of the land. Along with the
temperature rise of the planetary surface is the natural disasters of mass flooding and
drought. If the goals of reducing emissions at Paris are not reached then the
temperatures of a six degree increase could occur. This global climate change is
causing islands to become smaller with water rising and frozen soil beginning to thaw.
Species will be lost in this climate change and rise of temperature as more than half of
plant life and almost half of all mammals. The cause of this climate change is the carbon
dioxide being emitted into the air form human industry. If these emissions continue it
could cause a terrible climate change that would not be irreversible. At this point of
saving our Planet its now or never because if these emissions continue, there is not
saving our planet.

Reflection:

| am not sure how others feel but Earth is pretty great. | offers everything we
need as humans to survive or rather thrive. For right now the planet is okay but our
children and their children are going to have to suffer with the choices that are made
now. They do not have to suffer though, if the countries around the world come to an
agreement that climate change is a very serious problem then maybe our planet has a
chance to continue to sustain life. Limiting carbon emissions and green house gases is
the first step in saving the planet and stopping climate change. Although essentially
what we really need is to find a miracle source of energy that is clean and somewhat
unlimited. That is very unlikely though as we probably would have found it already
unless we are blessed to have asteroid come crashing to the earth that hold this miracle
energy source. It is only a matter of time until our planet can no longer sustain life
unless we do something drastic.

Scheller, Alissa. "The Difference Two Degrees Makes." The Atlantic. N.p., Dec. 2015. Web. 2
Dec. 2015. <http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/12/cop-21-two-
degrees/418263/>.




