
Getting Started in the OER Project 
Online Teacher Community
In our community, we invite you to connect with your fellow educators. 
Ask for support, share ideas, and find inspiration and resources for any 
of our OER Project courses. Join the conversation today! 
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The OER Project Online Teacher Community is a place for educators to get and share support, ideas, and 
inspiration for teaching OER Project courses. Whether you’re a first-year teacher looking to soak up advice, 
a 10-year teaching veteran searching for ways to expand and invigorate your practice, or a parent helping 
your child navigate homeschooling, the community is for you! It’s a collaborative group of educators who 
are focused on improving their own teaching practices and helping others do the same. 

In the community, we encourage you to:

1.	 Share your challenges and ask for help: We want you to know that our community is a positive 
and supportive place where you can come for assistance. If you ever have a question or run into a 
challenge, feel free to create a post so we can help.

2.	 Answer questions and support others: We know there is a wealth of information in our community 
because educators like you are a part of it. If you have an answer to someone’s question, an idea 
that was sparked by a post, or would simply like to say “me too” in response to someone, we invite 
you to leave a comment on their post.

3.	 Use our community features: If you’re looking for 
a specific topic and are having a hard time finding 
relevant posts, we suggest using the search bar 
to see if the topic has been discussed in the past, 
checking the related tags, or creating a new post yourself. 

4.	 Share helpful resources and tips: Every OER Project teacher molds the course materials to fit their 
own classroom’s needs. If you have a resource or tip that you think would benefit another educator, 
share it with the community so that we can all learn from your experience.

Which questions should I ask in the community?
We encourage you to ask questions and seek support in the OER Project Community. After all, we’re here 
for you! Here are some suggestions for the types of questions you might ask to help you get started:

General questions
1.	 Hi! I’m teaching BHP/WHP in [state]. Is there anyone teaching near me? I’d love to connect and 

share ideas.

2.	 I’m just getting started with BHP/WHP. What are some recommended go-to activities in [Era # or 
Unit #] to get students hooked?

3.	 Hi everyone! I’m new to the OER Project and am trying to decide which course will best meet the 
needs of my middle-school students. How did you decide which course to use?

Instructional questions   
1.	 How do you modify [insert name of activity] for students with diverse abilities?

2.	 What are some ways I can use this [video, activity, article] in [Unit # or Era #]?

Share your own classroom experiences
1.	 I found my students really struggled with [activity/skill] at the start of this [Unit/Era], so I made this 

modification to support them: [insert modification]. Did anyone have a similar experience? Any other 
advice you might have for me?

2.	 Today we completed [name of activity] and I want to share some examples of what students created. 
We had so much fun and students said this was their favorite activity of the year. I’d love to hear 
your thoughts on their work and learn what others are doing with this activity.

http://community.oerproject.com/


3

Which groups should I participate in?
In our community, we have dedicated groups for our new members, for specific OER Project courses, and 
more. You can find all the OER Project groups listed in the left-hand menu of our community activity feed. 
You can bookmark a group you are interested in, or even subscribe for group and forum updates. Below are 
examples of a few helpful community groups that you may want to check out first.

New to OER Project
This group provides a great opportunity for you to ask questions about the ins and 
outs of OER Project courses. Here you’re surrounded by other new teachers who 
may, like you, be wondering things such as how to set up a class or access Google 
Doc versions of course assets. It’s the perfect starting point!

Teaching BHP 
The Teaching BHP group is the perfect place to connect with teachers using Big 
History Project. You can learn what works and what doesn’t. Not sure how to teach 
an activity? This is the place to go! 

Teaching WHP
Teaching one of the World History Project courses? Or want to learn more about 
them? Head over to Teaching WHP and explore. You’ll learn how teachers have 
modified lessons to meet the needs of their diverse learners, or see how a teacher 
is planning to teach a unit/era. There’s something for every WHP teacher here!

OER Project Announcements
Check out the OER Project Announcements forum to learn the latest about what’s 
going on in the community. We’ve got information on upcoming professional 
development events, our Question of the Week series, as well as our fun 
community share threads. 

What are some “can’t miss” conversations I should check out?
As you begin to explore, here are a few “can’t miss” conversations in the OER Project Community. Simply 
click on the links below to open up the discussion threads in your web browser:

Getting Started
• Lexile levels?
§ This conversation is about how to access the different Lexile Level versions of OER Project articles.

• How can I post the videos and assignments on Google Classroom?
§ This conversation is about how to access OER Project course materials via Google Docs and

within Google Classroom.

• Getting students to “buy” into it
§ This conversation is about strategies to help students get invested in the historical thinking skills

incorporated in OER Project courses.

https://community.oerproject.com/f
https://community.oerproject.com/w/help/10/bookmarking-discussions
https://community.oerproject.com/w/help/56/subscribing-to-groups-and-forums
https://community.oerproject.com/oer-project-community/new-to-oer-project/
https://community.oerproject.com/oer-project-community/new-to-oer-project/
https://community.oerproject.com/big-history-project/teaching-bhp/
https://community.oerproject.com/big-history-project/teaching-bhp/
https://community.oerproject.com/world-history-project/teaching-whp/
https://community.oerproject.com/world-history-project/teaching-whp/
https://community.oerproject.com/oer-project-community/f/oer-project-announcements
https://community.oerproject.com/oer-project-community/f/oer-project-announcements
https://community.oerproject.com/oer-project-community/new-to-oer-project/f/forum/12059/lexile-levels
https://community.oerproject.com/oer-project-community/new-to-oer-project/f/forum/12008/how-can-i-post-the-videos-and-assignments-on-google-classroom
https://community.oerproject.com/oer-project-community/new-to-oer-project/f/forum/11728/getting-students-to-buy-into-it
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BHP
•	Must do activity—Unit 1

	§ This conversation is about which activity Big History Project Unit 1 activities can’t be missed!

•	Yeah, I know that. Aiight, that sounds about right. Wow? Really!
	§ This conversation is about Three Close Reads and how one teacher modified the tool to help 
middle school students understand the concept of “support, extend and challenge.”

•	Biography of a crop
	§ This conversation is about resources teachers can use to implement this “bountiful” BHP Unit 7 
activity in their classrooms.

•	Activity on chemical elements
	§ This conversation is about how a teacher had her students show their understanding of the third 
threshold, the creation of elements. It even makes connections to the Superhero Elements activity.

WHP
•	Mentor Monday... Putting the pieces together with Brian Moore // 09-13-2021

	§ This conversation is about using Draw Your History and Danger of a Single Story as a foundation 
to create a class jigsaw puzzle from each student’s individual historical narrative.

•	Mentor Monday...Course planning for WHP 1200 with Wood Boyles // 07-19-2021
	§ This conversation is about the process of creating a course plan for WHP 1200, including how 
teachers determine which activities are a “must do” for each unit.

•	Modifying for diverse abilities—help!
	§ This conversation is about strategies for modifying OER Project course materials and instruction 
to meet the needs of all learners.

•	Frames
	§ This conversation is about how teachers can introduction the concept of “frames” to students at 
the start of their World History Project course.

Need further support? Email us at help@oerproject.com—we are always happy to help!

https://community.oerproject.com/big-history-project/bhp-by-unit/f/unit-1-what-is-big-history/11887/must-do-activity
https://community.oerproject.com/big-history-project/teaching-bhp/f/general-teaching-bhp-discussions/12201/yeah-i-know-that-aiight-that-sounds-about-right-wow-really
https://community.oerproject.com/big-history-project/teaching-bhp/f/general-teaching-bhp-discussions/12506/biography-of-a-crop
https://community.oerproject.com/big-history-project/bhp-by-unit/f/unit-3-stars-and-elements/12084/activity-on-chemical-elements
https://community.oerproject.com/world-history-project/teaching-whp/f/whp-newbies/11996/mentor-monday-putting-the-pieces-together-with-brian-moore-09-13-2021
https://community.oerproject.com/world-history-project/teaching-whp/f/whp-newbies/11701/mentor-monday-course-planning-for-whp1200-with-wood-boyles-07-19-2021
https://community.oerproject.com/world-history-project/teaching-whp/f/whp-general-discussions/12538/modifying-for-diverse-abilities---help
https://community.oerproject.com/world-history-project/teaching-whp/f/whp-general-discussions/75/frames
mailto:help@oerproject.com

