
 
Is Change Accelerating? Debate  - “We have a plan.” 

Download the full ​Is Change Accelerating? ​Debate here. 
 

Opening statement 
Ivana 
Although the Earth has many problems, we believe there is a solution to each problem. We cannot just give up hope and say we’re doomed 
when really we created these problems, so we can solve them. There is always a solution and it is up to us to find it. We are finding new 
alternatives to the problems that we are facing today that will have a positive outcome in our world. New scientific innovations are 
established constantly. Scientists have found a way to make ocean water drinkable, the “doomsday seed vault” is receiving new donations, 
there could be a one child policy for overpopulation, and many more significant innovations in technology. With such a large population, 
collective learning is stronger than ever and we can find solutions to these issues. No one ever made a difference by giving up, and we can 
solve these problems.  
 

Points to support our position Possible counterpoints  

Global Warming is one of the most globally concerning issues today. 
It affects so many different parts of our environment. There are 
many different solutions to this issue such as planting trees 
designed to absorb carbon, placing a new invention similar to an 
umbrella into space to block out UV rays and the harmful effects of 
our sun. Solar Panels and renewable sources of energy are a great 
start to tackling this problem. But we need to think bigger in order to 
get better.  
 
Scientists are developing a biodegradable bullet, which can help 
preserve energy that will be put back into the environment in a 
positive way.  
 
Scientists are developing a way to create more drinkable water from 
the ocean by using solar panels to take out the salt and leaving just 
the water. 
 
To help our world in a impactful way that can help garbage, there is 
a plant based plastic that doesn't pollute. This can​ Help large 
polluted cities, and making our world more clear and healthy. 
Not only, this can  be used for coffee cups, kids ​toys, and many 

But there are other bigger problems that we need to address before 
global warming! Like pollution, or childhood obesity.  Scientists 
warned 25 years ago that if humans continued on the same course it 
would lead to disaster and to the extinction of humans and it still 
hasn’t happened. Predictions aren't always accurate and we can find 
solutions but, there are many alternatives to the problems that we 
are facing today such as... 
 
Pollution- Many people believe that there is no solution to the issue, 
pollution. However, pollution can be reduced by conserving energy. 
Just turning of the lights can reduce energy. Also, if we use less 
public transportation we won’t have as much pollution. For example 
instead of driving to a neighbor's house down the street you can 
take a walk to their house and save energy.  Simple steps can make 
a big difference and these are simple solutions that can help our 
world a lot. Also, there is a plant based plastic that doesn’t pollute. If 
we use that, the pollution levels will surely go down. The University 
of Engineering and Technology of Peru created a billboard that 
purifies the air, basically it sucks in all the pollution around the 
billboard causing a cleaner environment. 
Today scientist have many vaccines that can prevent many diseases 
and the diseases that are more serious scientist are working on a 
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other common lifestyle items.  way to treat them. From the last flu outbreak scientist are working on 
away to make the flu vaccine stronger. As the population increase 
there are more people to innovate cues for diseases. The rate of 
technology is increasing and more cures are going to be discovered.  
 
Fossil fuels- One way that fossil fuels can be reduced is if we have 
the one child policy. As many people don't use electricity so we 
won’t have as much harmful substances in the air. And while the one 
child policy may seem unfair, listen to this. If someone wants more 
than one child, they can adopt. Many kids grow up in overcrowded 
orphanages. And many orphanages in third world countries are 
grossly underfunded, and kids are at risk from kidnappers, and 
guerrilla movements. Additionally, many businesses are starting to 
understand and manage their greenhouse gas emissions by 
preparing annual greenhouse gas inventories and setting long-term 
targets to reduce emissions. 
 
 
Space Junk- we know that space junk is a big issue but scientists 
are working on cleaning it up. For example, in a text called, “Meet 
the space custodians, debris cleanup plan emerge”, states, “​Eu​rope 
will soon launch its RemoveDEBRIS demonstrator mission to deorbit 
two experimental cubesats from the 250-mile (400 km) altitude using 
a net, a harpoon and a drag sail. A chaser satellite will release the 
experimental pieces of ​space junk​, one of which will be captured by 
a 16.5-foot (5 meters) net tethered to the chaser. The harpoon 
system will be tested on a fixed target.” 
 
For instance, there is a way to remove space junk. Europe is going 
to launch it’s Remove DEBRIS demonstrator mission to release 
experiment pieces of space junk that will be captured. We could 
build something similar to that to clean up communities after storms. 
Storms like sandy, and hurricane Maria.  
 
 
Global warming is also not an unsolvable issue. ​There are many 
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different solutions to this issue such as planting trees designed to 
absorb carbon, placing a new invention similar to an umbrella into 
space to block out UV rays and the harmful effects of our sun. Solar 
Panels and renewable sources of energy are a great start to tackling 
this problem. But we need to think bigger in order to get better.  
 
 
 

Closing statement  
 
    Currently, our world is failing due to overpopulation, pollution,  famine & droughts. While we understand your opinions on the 
current state of our earth, and how it may seem like all hope is lost. *Remember that the one child policy doesn't mean that you 
cannot adopt children. In fact, by doing this we are encouraging adoption, if you want more kids, you can easily adopt. So this 
means that you can have as many children as you want, but only one can be a biological child. The rest must be adopted. And 
with pollution, they recently discovered a way to make plastic for disposable products out of shrimp shells. And with famine and 
droughts we can just conserve and limit our intake. There is no reason to give up hope, there is so much time to fix our earth 
and make it better. We know that if we go through with changing saltwater into clear and drinkable water will not take away 
homes from marine life. There are plenty of storms that we face that can easily build up the water levels enough so that both 
land and ocean life can live. There are easy ways that we can save the earth and also long term solutions too. We understand 
that it will take a long time, but it will be worth it in the end. just because we have tried and failed before doesn't mean there isn’t 
a solution because we caused these problems, so we can solve them once and for all. All because we don’t know what the 
solution is doesn't mean there isn’t one. After all, we would all probably want to be alive rather than dead.  It will take time, we 
will have to work hard, we will have to scrimp and save, and be selfless. It can’t hurt to try, but by refusing to do so, and claiming 
that we cannot change our earth for the better. You are sending the message that you are afraid of hard work, afraid of 
approaching a challenge, afraid to take less and give more, and that you are afraid to win. Remember, quitters never win, let the 
winner shine out in you. Earth has to have a chance!  

 
Debate Prep Worksheet 
 
1. Statement 
State the answer to the debate question or the opinion that you’ll be arguing.  

We can change and fix the world we made. 
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2. Major Points 
Aim to have at least four major points as part of your opening argument. Each major point should clearly support your statement. Each major point should 
also have a piece of supporting evidence. Use your claim-testing skills to help ensure your supporting evidence is high quality. 

Major Point 1:  
*Overpopulation  

Examples and supporting evidence: 
We know that overpopulation is a big issue today. But, there's a way to solve this problem. We can have 
a one child policy that can reduce the amount of population that we have. Acceleration have given us 
the gift of population but today, it has gone too far. If we apply the one child policy, we won’t have a 
population as big. Although you might think this policy is cruel, it doesn't have to come to putting the 
second child up for adoption. This policy can solve many problems as well. There will be more food and 
water for other people there will not be as much pollution because the more people, the more pollution. 
Also, global warming won’t be as big with the one child policy. Humans create global warming with all 
the fossil fuels that we are using so with less people in our population, are problems will reduce and we 
will have hope for our world.  

 

Major Point 2:  
*Pollution  

Examples and supporting evidence: Many people think pollution is an unsolvable problem. They are 
wrong. Knowing what effects pollution has to the earth there are many things we can do to stop it like 
reducing how much we drive, or plant new trees at a local park, or recycle. Also, we can use more 
renewable energy sources. Pollution is a complex issue but no one ever said it couldn’t be solved. We 
have the mindset to be resourceful. We don’t even need a massive amount of money to solve their 
problem either. If everyone takes part, pollution rates can be reduced drastically.  

 

Major Point 3:  
*Food and Water  
 

Examples and supporting evidence: There are two sides to the story of having enough food 
and water, one side may think that the more people living on earth the less food we will have 
to eat and this will cause inflation on food. The other side my group and I thought about was 
what if humans thought of a new way to grow crops to make it grow faster or another type of 
crop that we can invent. There are enough people on earth that we can all collectively learn off 
each others ideas, and we could also think of an easier way to filter water. Scientists are now 
finding a way to take sea water and filter it by ​taking out small nanoparticles and even large 
salts. By taking out all the salt and bacteria in the sea we could have so much water and could 
possibly end droughts. Although it would take a lot of work, we do not have to purify all of the 
water at once. But by having a solution to water scarcity, it makes sure that the world has an 
extra source of water that is easily accessible and ready to use.  
 

 

Major Point 4: Division of social 
classes  

To fix this problem, we can help provide more for those in need, bringing them up. This not only helps 
them, but it reduces most of a social class. Everyone isn't going to have the same amount of wealth, but 
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 we can decrease the amount of the poor.  

 
 
3. Checklist 
Before you begin your debate, be sure you’ve covered all of the points below. You should also look at the “Debate Rubric,” which will help you understand 
the details of what you need to do to have a successful debate. Hold a practice round with your team as part of the preparation and use the Debate Rubric 
to “grade” your group members. 

❏ Position statement is clear and concise. 
❏ The overall argument is logical and easy to follow.  
❏ Major points strongly support the position statement. 
❏ The evidence provided supports the major points and is of high quality.  
❏ Good eye contact and tone of voice. Kept audience’s attention. 

 
Ideas... 

- Pollution- puts health at risk, fossil fuels, livestock give co2 
- People many not be able to go to space 
- Global warming causing diseases, ice is melting at poles, increase in sea level 
- Transportation in clutter could cause disease 
- Bugs with diseases 
- Will take to long 
- Ocean water expensive 
- Marine life infected  
- Take centuries  

 
 

- Fossil fuels = more CO​2 

- Global warming makes it easier to spread diseases, create harsh weather storms 
- Antibiotics today aren't strong enough 
- Many cures are yet to be discovered which can take a long time 
- Solutions can “speed up doom” so we should “stop wasting time trying to save us”  

 
 
Humans health is at risk because of cancer 
Fossil fuels 
Space trash will come to the earth, leaving it disgusting. 
Global Warming 
Transportation can make disease spread easier 
Solutions can speed up the end of the world.  
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- Space junk can stop the sun from reaching earth causing less light and heat 
- Tesler sickness 
- Global warming: could be similar to black death 
- Antibiotics are not enough 
- Many solution but it would take to long and killing us in the process. 
-  Ocean cleaners will kill of fish and sea life 
- One child policy will not affect anything 
- More kids in orphanages 
- Ozone layer dying out 
- People can't kill off animals because of food sores  
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