
 
Is Change Accelerating? Debate - “We’re Doomed!” 

 
Download the full ​Is Change Accelerating? ​Debate here. 
 

Opening statement 
 
Earth contains too many problems and disasters that are becoming immensely difficult to overcome. First off, our Earth's future is heading in the wrong 
direction due to all of the issues we face. If nothing has been done at this point, why would something be done now? This issue have still not been 
globally addressed as a true problem. One crucial focusing point is the fact that the world is beginning to experience extreme overpopulation. This may 
lead to a shortage of global resources and possible colonization on a foreign world. Next up, if you venture into places like Beijing, cities that are highly 
polluted contain many problems. These cities are highly polluted due to the factories and industries. Places like China are known for cheap labor which is 
why most industries turn there for their products to be created. These industries exist today due to the Industrial Revolution which is a large part of history 
that contributed to acceleration. It is a known fact that breathing in polluted air is not healthy for lungs and causes lung damage. The people there literally 
wear masks each second of the day when they’re outside! How ridiculous is that? Do you really think living like that is fun? Additionally, issues like 
pollution causes extreme climate change and weather differences, and natural disasters as well. People are considering moving to a foreign planet because 
of how terrible this situation has become. Due to acceleration, people are in a higher demand for new technologies and new innovations which uses up our 
non-renewable resources. People then turn to burning fossil fuels which damages our earth. It is has became clear that our Earth is doomed.  

Points to support our position Possible counterpoints 

● Accelerating causes there to be an imbalance between een the birth rate 
and the death rate due to medicine and the increase of the life expectancy  

● Overpopulation causes there to be a shortage of natural resources and 
possible colonization on a foreign planet  

● Deforestation and animals extinction  
● Nuclear War 
● Global Warming  
● 40% of asthma attacks are caused by air pollution 
● Natural disaster  
● Food and water shortage 
● Pollution 
● Class diverse 
● Due to rampant air pollution from burning fossil fuels, carbon dioxide 

levels in the atmosphere are reaching levels unprecedented in the past 3 
million years. If the world continues on this business as usual route, by 
2050 it would rise beyond anything the Earth’s atmosphere has seen in the 
last 50 million years 

Medical 
● Scientists are finding a way to make saltwater drinkable and usable. This 

process is called desalination 
● The most realistic way to stop overpopulation for a disease or some sort of 

way to wipe out a percentage of the Earth’s population. And after the 
population has declined a one child policy can be created, and the age of 
consent increased. 

● There can be stricter laws created which restrict deforestation and end this 
issue.  

● Spraying sulfur dioxide in the stratosphere will help solve the issue of 
global warming because it decreases global temperatures 

● Nations know the results of a nuclear war and would never attempt to 
cause the destruction of the world. 

● How is global warming ending the world? 
● Scientist are working on purifying salt water into water, and the world is 

70% salt water. And we have reserves of food locked away. 
● How is class diversity ruining the world? 

 

 
1 

https://school.bighistoryproject.com/~/media/SchoolBigHistory/BHP_2014-15/PDF/Unit9/Activity_2014_CU9_IsChangeAcceleratingDebate_Student.pdf?download=true
https://school.bighistoryproject.com/~/media/SchoolBigHistory/BHP_2014-15/PDF/Unit9/Activity_2014_CU9_IsChangeAcceleratingDebate_Student.pdf?download=true


 
 
Is Change Accelerating? Debate  
  

Closing statement 
 
 All in all, there will always be a “what if”, or a “we might be able to”, however, it is almost indefinite that many modern world issues do not 
have a solution that could prevent this from occurring to happen in the future.  Additionally, the trip to mars could take scientists years to 
figure out because of issues like human development and childbirth concerns in mars. Additionally, it will be very costly to make it to mars. 
As of now, humans just do not know enough information about a potential colonization on a foreign planet, let alone move over  billion 
people. Also, going to Mars can be even worse than staying on earth. We have no idea if we can survive on any planet other than earth. 
Going to Mars can be a huge risk for us, and I doubt we will be able to live there without experiencing some bodily harm and we probably 
won't find the technology to go to Mars considering that technology could lead to the end of the world. With the amount of research done as 
of this current moment, scientists will need to focus on a quicker process of ending these problems on Earth. With that, we transition into 
climate change. And Mars is only ½ the size of the Earth, to prevent overpopulation we will have to take only ¼ of the Earth’s population, 
and that will definitely cause a lot of controversy.   change has increased global warming, and natural disasters. For instance, lately facts 
have proven that global warming has started various natural disasters. Also, as we know during the spring we had another snow storm which 
carried a ton snow instead of cool, hot weather. Although there are many ways to protect yourself from natural disasters, there is no way to 
prevent them, causing many issues throughout the world. The winter was also not as cold as it should have been, and no snow had been 
generated over the entire course of winter. In conclusion, we face many problems in our world today that we don’t have a definite solution 
to. 
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NOTES (take notes on main points of other viewpoint.): 
 

- Researchers are trying to solve water issues.  
- People can be on Mars by the end of 2020 
- Back up plans 
- Co2 levels will drop 
- More trees 
- Modern technology solves problems 
- People live on mars 
- Experiment to get more water running 
- Back up plan? 
- How will climate change be fixed? 
- Greenhouse gases 
- Humans have mastered the technology necessary to live on foreign worlds 
- Modern technology has expanded a lot of the previous years 
- Greenhouse gases assist the Earth to be warm for days upon end. 
- Modern technology  
- People are trying to solve water problems  
- Modern Tech to help dissolve some problems 
- Greenhouse gases 
- Sending people to the moon 
- Trees absorb C0​2 

  
 
Tried one child policy in china but it backfired.  
 
REBUTTAL:  
 ​Mars- ​it’s a high risk travel, possible radiation poisoning, if your space suit rips there will be many negative 
outcomes.(​http://www.twilighthistories.com/2014/01/06/10-reasons-why-you-shouldnt-go-to-mars/​) 
One Child Policy- ​http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMhpr051833 
This policy backfired in China and resulted in controversial and ended in 2013. ​In 1979, the Chinese government embarked on an ambitious 
program of market reform following the economic stagnation of the Cultural Revolution. At the time,​ ​China was home to a quarter of the 
world's people, who were occupying just 7 percent of world's arable land. Two thirds of the population were under the age of 30 years, and 
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the baby boomers of the 1950s and 1960s were entering their reproductive years. The government saw strict population containment as 
essential to economic reform and to an improvement in living standards.​2​ So the one-child family policy was introduced. A second child is 
generally allowed after five years, but this provision sometimes applies only if the first child is a girl — a clear acknowledgment of the 
traditional preference for boys.​3​ A third child is allowed among some ethnic minorities and in remote, underpopulated areas. 
 
Going to Mars takes a lot of time so if we are focused on moving the population to Mars, what will we do about the current issues occuring? 
By the time we get more people up to Mars the world will be close to done. It’s extremely risky to execute going to somewhere like Mars 
and by the time we figure this out, everything will already be damaged. Although scientists have been researching Mars, we haven’t quite 
made an expedition to Mars so we aren’t quite sure about the things that could occur when traveling to Mars. Nothing is really known about 
how life will begin to form and thrive on Mars, as humans don’t know the complications of human development on mars. As of now, 
scientists know very little about a possible move to Mars.Next, although there are some ways to protect yourself from natural disasters, there 
is no way to prevent them, which leads to major issues throughout the world. There are so many places and towns that have been destroyed 
due to these natural disasters and they will unfortunately continue to destroy many different places. Mars is much more smaller than Earth 
according to ​Universe Today​. If we are overpopulating the earth, how long will it take to overpopulate mars. Even if the world can be 
evacuated in two years, how would we be able to get along. It doesn’t make sense to pack people with different backgrounds, governments, 
religions, morals, and lifestyles into a completely new environment. It took us decades to be able to establish states, countries, and laws, how 
are we going to be able to bring 7 billion people together and have them get along together as a community.  Also let’s say we do advance in 
technology that can help us survive on mars, how are we going to be able to distribute that technology to the entire world? How are we going 
to be able to create a fair community with this technology? It just isn’t possible. Getting to mars will not be an easy project and will come 
with a big price tag.  
 
Modern Technology​- It could lead us the the end of the world quicker then it sho​uld naturally. 
(​https://debatewise.org/debates/2007-modern-technology-good-or-bad/​ ) 
 
Co​2​ ​levels are really high “​The concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere increased at record speed last year to hit a level not seen 
for more than three million years, the UN has warned.” 
(​https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/oct/30/global-atmospheric-co2-levels-hit-record-high​). 
Pollution is going to spread further without any conclusion  
 

● Due to rampant air pollution from burning fossil fuels, carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere are reaching levels unprecedented in 
the past 3 million years. If the world continues on this business as usual route, by 2050 it would rise beyond anything the Earth’s 
atmosphere has seen in the last 50 million years 

● Crime- https://www.ucrdatatool.gov/Search/Crime/State/RunCrimeStatebyState.cfm 
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 You guys say technology will help us survive but stephen hawking says it could actually end it: “When asked how the world will end, 
Hawking said that increasingly, most of the threats humanity faces come from progress in technology.” 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3406751/Hawking-Threats-human-survival-likely-new-science.html 
 
Too many trees​-  The website Big Think explains that, “​the surplus of trees can be blamed "for the loss of...17 million acre-feet of water per 
year. That's more than enough water to meet the needs of every Californian for a year." 
 ​http://bigthink.com/ideafeed/how-too-many-trees-can-be-a-bad-thing. 

 

 
 
Debate Prep Worksheet 
 
1. Statement 
State the answer to the debate question or the opinion that you’ll be arguing.  

 

 
2. Major Points 
Aim to have at least four major points as part of your opening argument. Each major point should clearly support your statement. Each major point should also have a piece 
of supporting evidence. Use your claim-testing skills to help ensure your supporting evidence is high quality. 

Major Point 1: Overpopulation/poverty 
 

Examples and supporting evidence: “​The first of these is the depletion of resources. The Earth can only produce a 
limited amount of water and food, which is falling short of the current needs. Most of the environmental damage 
being seen in the last fifty odd years is because of the growing number of people on the planet. They are ​cutting 
down forests​, hunting wildlife in a reckless manner, causing ​pollution​ and creating a host of problems. “ 
-​https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-effects-solutions-of-overpopulation.php  
 

 

Major Point 2: Global Warming/Natural 
Disasters 
 

Examples and supporting evidence: “​Climate change is responsible for a growing amount of extreme weather, 
according to new research that shows 75 per cent of all extreme heat days and almost 20 percent of all extreme 
precipitation events can be traced to global warming.” 
https://www.theweathernetwork.com/us/news/articles/climate-and-environment/study-75-per-cent-of-extreme-hot-
days-due-to-climate-change/50422  
"We saw that the number of hot days was increasing, the number of heavy precipitation events was increasing," 
Prof. Reto Knutti of the Institute for Atmospheric and Climate Science at ETH Zurich told The Weather Network. 
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"By doing that, we could basically define a fraction, in a statistical sense, that was caused by human influence, 
meaning the burning of fossil fuel that causes warming.” 

-​https://www.theweathernetwork.com/us/news/articles/climate-and-environment/study-75-per-cent-of-extreme-hot
-days-due-to-climate-change/50422 

 

Major Point 3: Air Pollution 
 

Examples and supporting evidence: “. It is well known that ozone concentration is directly related to asthma 
attacks. It has also caused the need for more doses of asthma drugs and emergency treatment for asthma. Ozone 
can reduce lung function. Ozone can make it more difficult for you to breathe deeply.” 
http://www.aafa.org/page/air-pollution-smog-asthma.aspx  
 
“​Due to rampant air pollution from burning fossil fuels, carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere are reaching 
levels unprecedented in the past 3 million years. If the world continues on this business as usual route, by 2050 it 
would rise beyond anything the Earth’s atmosphere has seen in the last 50 million years.” 
-https://www.zmescience.com/science/news-science/co2-mid-century-unprecedented/  

Land can become polluted by household garbage and by industrial waste. In 2014, Americans produced about 258 
million tons of solid waste, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. A little over half of the waste 
— 136 million tons— was gathered in landfills. Only about 34 percent was recycled or composted.  

 

Major Point 4: Food and water/ Natural 
Resources shortage 
 

Examples and supporting evidence: “Since 1990, the global population increased by an average of eighty million 
people, which heightens the world demand for freshwater by about sixty four billion cubic meters of water per 
year (United Nations World Report). This increasingly high demand for water will also affect food production in 
water stressed areas such as the Middle East, India, China, and the southwestern United States.” 
http://fubini.swarthmore.edu/~ENVS2/dan/Essay 4.html  
 

 
3. Checklist 
Before you begin your debate, be sure you’ve covered all of the points below. You should also look at the “Debate Rubric,” which will help you understand the details of 
what you need to do to have a successful debate. Hold a practice round with your team as part of the preparation and use the Debate Rubric to “grade” your group members. 

❏ Position statement is clear and concise. 
❏ The overall argument is logical and easy to follow.  
❏ Major points strongly support the position statement. 
❏ The evidence provided supports the major points and is of high quality.  
❏ Good eye contact and tone of voice. Kept audience’s attention. 
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