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Opening statement

We believe that modern technologies are evolving quick enough to help us solve and dissolve issues regarding overpopulation,
climate change, and other problems caused by humans in the modern world. Although pollution and climate change show huge threats to
the human race, there are lot of possible solutions to solve problems like these. For example many people believe that the only way to
dissolve the threat of greenhouse gases is to conform the environment to our needs, but there are other celestial bodies that can easily be
colonized. Robert Zubrin, founder and president of the Mars Society reasons that with alterations to its designs, SpaceX could have people
on Mars by the end of the 2020s. By going to the moon, we've mastered hydrogen-oxygen rocket engines, multistage heavy-lift vehicles,
in-space life support, spacesuits — the list goes on and on. Zubrin also states, “What we have to do now for the Mars mission is scale a few
things up, modify some things, but we're working within a craft that has already been developed. We're advancing a craft instead of creating
a craft.” Although pollution and climate also change show huge threats on to the human race, there are a lot of possible solutions to solve
problems like these. For example, there is an experiment being created to help get more water running. ZME Science wrote, “Common
salts dissolved in water form a sort of ‘shell’ of water molecules around the salts. Tiny capillaries etched inside the graphene-oxide
membranes can block these salts from flowing along with water. Water molecules then pass through the sieve at a flow rate that’s
anomalously fast, which is highly desirable for desalination applications.” Researchers are trying to come up with ways to solve the problem
of water shortage and this is one of the ways. Food shortage is also a major issue that affects millions of people around the world.
Therefore, scientists have created a backup plan just in case something happens. In case you didn’t know, there’s a Doomsday Vault deep
in the Arctic, with the purpose of making sure that if something really bad happens (as in alters society as we know it bad) we’ll still have
some backup seeds so the species aren’t completely lost. It's basically a very big plant gene bank. Now, scientists have stored a trove of
new species in the vault. Climate change seems to be a major problem in our society but CO2 levels would drop if we plant more trees. We
know that Global Warming is caused by a build up in greenhouse gases in our atmosphere. When the sun radiates heat into the Earth's
atmosphere the greenhouse gases contain the heat, warming the Earth's surface. Through Photosynthesis, trees absorb the CO2 and turn
it into breathable oxygen for us. Trees were here before us for a reason, they survived and kept the world healthy and they still are. Climate
change can and will be fixed to make our earth healthy and a good pace to live in. In conclusion though there are many diers we will need
to overcome we will be able to prevail.
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Points to support our position

Possible counterpoints

Since change is accelerating we are also doing things that will solve
problems. For example, we have a doomsday seed vault

Only a set amount of water, but a new machine could allow us to harness
and drink sea water. Researchers from the university of Manchester are

close to figuring out a way to filter out large salts and smaller nanoparticles.

We could have ways to protect ourselves from global cotrastrifies.

Although the rate of acceleration is cause problems, we are also more able
to solve those problems with the advanced technology and positive things
that come from acceleration.

- Overpopulation: We Could in force more rules similar to the one
child policy in china, This will help the population a lot.

- Pollution: Trees take CO2 from our atmosphere and converts it into
oxygen. A student at Stanford is developing an air filter to help
pollution in Beijing.

- Climate change: Climate change is caused by CO2 build up in our
atmosphere trapping the sun's rays in our ozone which is heating
up the globe. This can be stopped by planting more trees to take in
the CO2 and convert it into oxygen and make out Earth back to the
temperature it's supposed to be.

- Poverty we need to create jobs for more people and raise minimum
raise

- Only a set amount of water, but a new machine could allow us to
harness and drink sea water. Researchers from the university of
Manchester are close to figuring out a way to filter out large salts
and smaller nanoparticles.

- The same things happened 25 years ago where scientists were
saying that the Earth is doomed. However, we are still here today.

- New ways of clean energy are being found and implemented, like
nuclear, hydropower and solar power.

- Limited resources- We could create more vaults like the doomsday
seed vault for backup materials.

- Environmental damage once a tree is destroyed plant a new one

- Natural disasters are more frequent we have shelters and we build
our homes strong enough to take disasters We have the
necessities to stay in our homes for weeks at a time

- Political figures are not looking at these issues: Ellen Degeneres,
Lady Gaga, Angelina Jolie, Jay Z and Leonardo DiCaprio and
many more have done charities and publicly spoken about these
issues.

- Stuff has been done (seed vault, and other stuff)

- Water is cycled we never run out

- Highly polluted cities - In China, they are coming up with solutions
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to air pollution. From an article from National Geographic, they
stated that China is reducing the production of steel and of
coal-fired electricity to help reduce the amount of pollution. China is
also converting to wind and solar power to help reduce the amount
of pollution. There are solutions to help reduce the amount of
pollution and this one of the ideas.

- If something hasn’t been done yet, why would it be done now.

- Moving to a foreign planet: Moving to another planet solves many
of the other problems including resource consumption, as there are
more resources to utilize until we can find ways around using
certain resources. It also solves issues such as over population
since if some of the population is on mars and some on earth the
areas on both planets will be less populated.

- Only a set amount of water, but a new machine could allow us to
harness and drink sea water without the dangers of drinking the
salt.

- Even though they haven’t done anything in the past, it's not the
same because since the world is evolving so much, they can find
more advanced ways to do something.

Closing statement

To conclude, although there are many problems, there are many solutions being created to solve these problems. We had the same
problem 25 years ago when scientists said that the earth is doomed, yet we are still here and coming up with new solutions.

In addition you claim that climate change is an unsolvable issue however in just 2007 scientists discovered a chemical sponge like material
that could filter out the carbon dioxide that lies in our atmosphere. Since this was created in 2007 it has had almost 11 years to improve and
evolve to help us face the problem of global warming. In addition to that you claim that colonizing other planets is an impossible concept as
you can’t move 7 billion people , however there is no need to move 7 billion people. All we would need to do is move a portion, maybe 1/7
of the population to help deal with overpopulation and resource consumption.

Also, the world is not doomed because there are also places around the world that are totally fine, we are nowhere close to being doomed
and with all the time we have to change. Since change is always accelerating we will always be able to find a solution especially since we
are increasing in complexity and in technology. As the earth evolves we evolve with it. Some solutions we have are a new machine that
would allow us to harness and drink sea water. Researchers from the university of Manchester are close to figuring out a way to filter out
large salts and smaller nanoparticles. This will change our lives because we will be able to so much more water than we were able to use
before. In conclusion,
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Debate Prep Worksheet

1. Statement

State the answer to the debate question or the opinion that you'll be arguing.

Change is accelerating in the world but there are solutions to the problems and we have a plan.

2. Major Points

Aim to have at least four major points as part of your opening argument. Each major point should clearly support your statement. Each major point should

also have a piece of supporting evidence. Use your claim-testing skills to help ensure your supporting evidence is high quality.

to the human race, there are lot of
possible solutions to solve problems
like these.

Maijor Point 1: Although pollution and
climate change show huge threats on

Examples and supporting evidence:

For example many people believe that the only way to dissolve the threat of greenhouse gases is to
conform the environment to our needs, but there are other celestial bodies that can easily be colonized.
Robert Zubrin, founder and president of the Mars Society reasons that with alterations to its designs,
SpaceX could have people on Mars by the end of the 2020s. By going to the moon, we've mastered
hydrogen-oxygen rocket engines, multistage heavy-lift vehicles, in-space life support, spacesuits — the
list goes on and on. Zubrin also states, “What we have to do now for the Mars mission is scale a few
things up, modify some things, but we're working within a craft that has already been developed. We're
advancing a craft instead of creating a craft.”

Maijor Point 2:

Although water shortage is a major
issue in the world, there are future
plans and experiments to help get
more water running.

(Information from ZME Science)

Examples and supporting evidence:

For example, there is an experiment being created to help get more water running. The text
states, “Common salts dissolved in water form a sort of ‘shell’ of water molecules around the
salts. Tiny capillaries etched inside the graphene-oxide membranes can block these salts from
flowing along with water. Water molecules then pass through the sieve at a flow rate that’s
anomalously fast, which is highly desirable for desalination applications.” Researchers are
trying to come up with ways to solve the problem of water shortage and this is one of the
ways.

Major Point 3:

Food shortage is a major issue that
affects millions of people around the
world. Therefor, scientists have
created a backup plan just in case
something happens.

Examples and supporting evidence:

In case you didn’t know, there’s a Doomsday Vault deep in the Arctic, with the purpose of
making sure that if something really bad happens (as in alters society as we know it bad) we’ll
still have some backup seeds so the species aren’t completely lost. It's basically a very big
plant gene bank. Now, scientists have stored a trove of new species in the vault
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Major Point 4: Climate change seems | Examples and supporting evidence: We know that Global Warming is caused by a build up in

to be a major problem in our society greenhouse gases in our atmosphere. When the sun radiates heat into the Earth's atmosphere the

but CO2 levels could drop if we plant | greenhouse gases contain the heat, warming the Earth's surface. Through Photosynthesis, trees

more trees. absorb the CO2 and turn it into breathable oxygen for us. Trees were here before us for a reason, they
survived and kept the world healthy and they still are. Climate change can and will be fixed to make our
(Information found on the New York earth healthy and a good pace to live in.

Times)

3. Checklist

Before you begin your debate, be sure you’ve covered all of the points below. You should also look at the “Debate Rubric,” which will help you understand
the details of what you need to do to have a successful debate. Hold a practice round with your team as part of the preparation and use the Debate Rubric
to “grade” your group members.

Position statement is clear and concise.

The overall argument is logical and easy to follow.

Major points strongly support the position statement.

The evidence provided supports the major points and is of high quality.

Good eye contact and tone of voice. Kept audience’s attention.
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