
9th Grade World History​ ​ ​ ​ Student’s Name:__________________ 
A. Lee 

Ibn Battuta’s Instagram 

Ibn Battuta was a renown Muslim scholar and traveler who started from his hometown of Tangier in 
Morocco to take the hajj to Mecca in 1325. Over a 30 year period, he traveled through most of Afro-Eurasia.  
In all, he traveled more than 72,000 miles, and when he returned home in 1354 and dictated about his 
travels to another scholar named Ibn Juzayy in a book called The Rihla. 

Imagine that you are with Ibn Battuta during his travels.  After reading  parts of his account, 
pretend that you are Ibn Battuta and “post” on Instagram what you see to document different 
parts of his trip.  

 
PART I:  Sources for Ibn Battuta - Introduction 
 
Primary Source:  Introduction of Ibn Battuta’s travels 
Do a close reading and get a sense of his values and his perspectives.  
 
Map of Ibn Batutta’s travels:  http://content.time.com/time/interactive/0,31813,2084413,00.html 
​
 
PART II: Travels with Ibn Battuta 
 
As you are reading the sources, look at this site as you are “traveling” for ideas of what visual(s) 
you can use for the Instagram posting: 
https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta 

Leg One: The Hajj--Egypt, Syria, Arabia 
 

-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/cairo-jerusale
m-damascus-medina-and-mecca-1326 

-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/hajj-medina-
mecca-1326 

 
Leg Two: Iraq & Persia 

-​ Primary Source:  Baghdad Under the Abbasids 1000 CE 
-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/iraq-and-per

sia-1326-1327 
 
Leg Three: East Africa 

-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/red-sea-east-
africa-and-arabian-sea-1328-1330 

 
Leg Four: Anatolia and the Asian Steppe 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ymTiUQtojGl33dqmuCQIuBH_lkSGwuAf/view?usp=sharing
http://content.time.com/time/interactive/0,31813,2084413,00.html
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-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/anatolia-1330
-1331 

-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/lands-golden
-horde-chagatai-1332-1333 

-​ Photo sources: Pictures of Ozbeg Khan and Golden Horde - sketch, map, mosque and 
picture of yurt 

Leg Five: India  
 

-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/delhi-capital-
muslim-india-1334-1341 

 
Leg Six: China 

-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/through-strai
t-malacca-china-1345-1346 

 
Leg Seven: Journey Home:  From India to Morocco 
 

-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/return-home-
1346-1349 
 

Leg Eight: Spain & Morocco 
-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/al-andalus-an

d-morocco-1349-1350 
 
Leg Nine: Mali 

-​ https://orias.berkeley.edu/resources-teachers/travels-ibn-battuta/journey/journey-mali-
1350-1351 

 
 
PART III:  Documenting your Travels 
 
You will need to make an Instagram post for different legs of the trip, so you should have a total 
of 5 by the end of the trip. Please use this Google Slides Template here  

Think of what and why you would choose to document?  Was there something that significant 
happened?  Was it memorable in an important way?  You’ll be journaling this in your comments 
section for each post that you create.  What would you put in the caption?  Captions could 
include important information, for instance: 

➢​ The means of transportation (horse or donkey, camel caravan, ship) 
➢​  The distances traveled and how long the trip has taken  
➢​ Unusual sights or dangers along the way 
➢​ Reaction to the site that your picture represents 
➢​ Other personal or cultural information that you want to share 
➢​ Impressions and/or observations of the people, culture 
➢​ Experiences - what did you do while you were there? 
➢​ Hashtags 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uFT1O7tyU4KcFrC9C1XCydc8lZuRJ7BGTlLf4nFcg-4/copy


 

After you have completed your Instagrams, arrange them in the order that he took them. Make 
sure to label the name of the stop and the year(s) he was there. 
 
After the class is done with their postings, you will take a gallery tour and “like” and comment on 
posts that capture your attention.  
 
 
Group De-brief: 
 
1) Based on his accounts, what qualities do you think made Ibn Battuta such a successful 
traveler? 
​
2) Are there themes present throughout the observations of Ibn Battuta? (what did he seem to 
pay a lot of attention to) 
 
3) How do the observations made show Ibn Battuta’s strong connections to Sharia law? 
 
4)  What observations can you make about Dar al-Islam based on this activity? 

 



 

 

Assessment for Ibn Battuta’s Instagram 

Strengths Areas of Improvement 

Visuals (5 points) 

❏​ Good choices of visuals that capture the 
essence of one of the legs of the trip 

❏​ High quality visuals chosen 
❏​ Good variety of visuals  

❏​ Choices are not well-thought through 
❏​ Choices are not relevant to post 

 

Journaling/Captions (10 points) 

❏​ Explains significance of location/visual 
❏​ Captions are well developed 
❏​ Hashtags are relevant  

❏​ No specific reference to visuals 
❏​ Not relevant 
❏​ Missing elements 

Use of Sources (5 points) 

❏​ Incorporates details that are relevant to 
post 

❏​ Incorporates information that provides 
support 

❏​ Too many details 
❏​ Not enough details 
❏​ Not relevant 

Overall presentation (5 points) 

 
❏​ High quality posts for each leg of the trip 
❏​ Attention to details 
❏​ Shows expansiveness of Dar-al-Islam 

 

 
❏​ Surface level understanding 
❏​ Doesn’t explain significance 
❏​ Missing elements 

 

Comments:  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ /25 points 

 

 


